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7th October 2025

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of St Leonard'’s,

It has been a busy and exciting start to the school year! The children have
settled back wonderfully, and the school is already buzzing with learning,
achievements and plenty of joy. | am so proud of how everyone has begun
this term — thank you for your continued support in making St Leonard’s such
a special place to learn and grow.

Warm regards,

Mr Beadnell

Skipping with Skippy John

We were thrilled to welcome Skippy John to St Leonard’s! The children had an amazing
day learning new skipping skills, joining in fun challenges, and discovering just how much
skipping can help keep us fit and active. Thank you, Skippy John, for such an inspiring visit
and to our PTFA for funding the visit.

Football Team Update

Our football team has already represented St Leonard's in 2 matches with the Swindon
Primary Schools League. They have demonstrated wonderful teamwork, resilience and
perseverance throughout.

Our next match is a Cup Match on Wednesday against Liden.

We are also the proud owners of a brand-new football kit. Our tfeam has been sponsored
by one of our parents and the new kit looks fantastic on the pitch. The team was very
excited to wear it out at our first match. We are very grateful to our sponsor — thank you
.,

w A Brand-New MUGA!

We are delighted to announce that the new Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) is now ready
to use! Some children have already enjoyed the space, and there are lots of exciting
activities planned for the coming weeks. This fantastic facility will provide even more
opportunities for sport and play.
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PE Days in Term 2

PE Days will be confirmed towards the end of the term.

Strong Links with St Leonard’s Church

Our thanks go to Reverend Andy, who led a wonderful assembly earlier in the term. His
message was thoughtful and engaging, reminding us of the close ties between our school
and the church community. We look forward to welcoming him back next week for our
Harvest celebrations.

Education Sunday

Thank you to everyone who attended the Church on Education Sunday (14th September).
It was wonderful that some of the children’s work was displayed so beautifully at St
Leonard’s Church and to hear of such encouragement and support from our church
family.

TOR Lettings

HIRE
Our first lettings booking has been very successful with Blunsdon Youth FC. The team uses
our pitch most weekends at the minute.
We are looking to expand our lettings so if you know of someone who might want to hire
our facilities please contact the school office.

¢honic, Harvest Festival
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On Monday 13" October we will hold a special Harvest assembly which will be led by
Reverend Andy. We are also inviting families to send in items to donate to the harvest
festival. Details have been sent out separately. The deadline is Wednesday 15,

Rotary Club Volunteers

We are delighted to welcome some members of the Blunsdon Rotary Club to our wider
school community. The volunteers will come o school on a regular basis fo read with
children, an activity that is known to have a very positive impact on children’s learning and
progress. We are very grateful to the volunteers who will give up their own time for this.




Congratulations to Our Head Girl and Head Boy

A big congratulations to Thea and Alfie, who have been appointed as this year's Head Girl
and Head Boy. We are confident they will represent our school briliantly and set a
fantastic example for all pupils.

Reading Ambassadors

We are thrilled o infroduce our new Reading Ambassadors. Their role is to encourage a
love of reading across the school, helping children discover new books and authors.
Reading for pleasure is one of the most powerful ways to support learning and imagination
—we can't wait to see the impact our ambassadors will have this year.

School Council/Worship Ambassadors

We are also delighted to welcome our new School Council/Worship Ambassadors, who will
be helping to support and lead worship throughout the year. They will be fantastic role
models in sharing the school’s values and representing us in so many ways.

Values Cup

The value for Term 2 is Friendship and we have been looking at what qualities we should
look for in a friend and how we can show those quadlities ourselves. We would like to
celebrate all the children for demonstrating this value and especially those who have
been awarded certificates and the weekly cup.

FOR YOUR SUPPOR
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Your support makes such a difference to our school community.
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Zones of Regulation Meeting Success

Sometimes we all need some help to regulate our emotions. At this workshop Mrs Axon
and Mrs Welch provided on overview of the Zones of Regulation program. Thank you to
those who came along. The slides used will be added to our website.
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Phonics Evening Success

A big thank you to all the parents who attended Mrs Axon's Phonics Evening on
Wednesday October 1st. The session was well attended and we received lots of positive
feedback. It's wonderful to see parents supporting their children’s early reading journey.




Census Day

We had a great turn out for hot dinners on Census Day on October 2nd. There is a direct
positive correlation between the number of hot dinners booked for this day and our
funding so thank you to everyone who booked.

Leonard our Attendance Leopard

"Your future begins with your presence. Atftend today, succeed tomorrow”

We have good attendance at St Leonard’s and recently added a new member to our
school feam, Leonard the Attendance Leopard. Every week at the Friday school assembly
Leonard is given to the class with the highest attendance that week.

We are here to support you and your child. If you have any problems getting your child to
school we might be able to help. Please do get in touch.

We have a very committed and hard-working PTFA. Below are details of

upcoming events and activities.

Uniform Sale

On October 10 2nd hand uniform will be available to buy. The stall will be set up under
the gazebo on the main playground ready for you to browse when you pick up children at
the end of the day.

=9

Bakes & Books Sale

What better to take home at the end of the school day than a delicious cake and a good
book. Both will be available to buy on October 22nd in the classroom next door to Fox
closs.

Bags for Schools Collection

Details will follow regarding this activity in mid-November. In the meantime, if you are
gathering items to dispose of that would be perfect to pop into one of these bags, please
keep hold of them until the bags are sent out & .
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Big-A Club : Wraparound Care

Breakfast club, After-school club and Holiday club bookings can be made through the Big
A website.

www.thebigaclub.co.uk

Instagram

Hopefully, you have been able to access the school’s posts on Instagram. This is going to
be the best way to find out about what's been happening in school and we are looking
to developing how we use it even more in the future.

Dates

for iour

Dates for your Diary

Upcoming TD Days

Monday 3@ November
Other dates to remember:

8 October — Heights & Weights measurements, Reception & Year 6 only
10th October — PTFA uniform sale

14th October - Flu vaccines for Reception class children

14th October - Individual and Sibling photos

15t October - last day to donate items for the Harvest Festival

215t October — Parents evening

22nd October - Parents evening

22nd October — PTFA Book and Bake sale

22nd October — LAST DAY OF TERM. School will finish at the normal time of 3.20
39 November — TD day, school closed to pupils.

4t November - FIRST DAY OF TERM 2.

Online Safety

See the below poster about WhatsApp.



http://www.thebigaclub.co.uk/
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Fraudsters occasionally send WhatsApp
messages pretending to offer prizes -
encouraging the user to click on a link to
win. Other common scams involve
warning someone that their WhatsApp
subscription has run out (aiming to dupe
them into disclosing payment details) or
impersonating a friend or relative and
asking for money to be transferred to
help with an emergency.

DISAPPEARING MESSAGES |

Users can set WhutsAp? messages to
disappear in 24 hours, 7 days or 90 days
by default. Photos and videos can also be
instructed to disappear after the
reciPient has viewed them. These files
can't be saved or forwarded - so if your
child was sent an inappropriate
message, it would be difficult to prove
any wrongdoing. However, the receiver
can take a screenshot and save that as
evidence.

ENABLING FAKE NEWS

WhatsApp has unfortunately been linked
to occeleruting the spread of dangerous

ia in 2018, some outbreaks
of mob violence appear to have been
sparked by false allegations being shared
on the app. WhatsApp itself took steps to
prevent its users circulating hazardous
theories and speculation in the early
weeks of the Covid-19 pandemic.
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POTENTIAL CYBERBULLYING

Group chat and video calls & -
are great for connoctin? with
multiple people in WhatsApp, but | D@*#!
there is always the potential for N
someone’s feelings to be hurt by an
unkind comment or joke. The ‘onl
admins’ feature gives the admin(s) of a
group control over who can send
messages. They can, for example, block
people from posting in a chat, which could
make a child feel excluded and upset.
— —

/', || CONTACT FROM STRANGERS

. To starta WhatsApF chat, you
« ©only need the mobile number of
the person you want to message
(the other person also needs to have
the app). WhatsApp can access the
address book on someone’s device and
recognise which of their contacts also use
the app. So if your child has ever given
their phone number to someone they don't
know, that person could use it to contact
them via WhatsApp.

LOCATION SHARIN_G

The ‘live location’ feature lets users
share their current whereabouts,
allowing friends to see their movements.

. WhatsApp describes it as a "simple and
secure way to let people know where you
are.” It is a useful method for a young
person to let loved ones know they're safe
= but if they used it in a chat with people
they don’t know, they would be exposing
their location to them, too.




