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Dear Parents/Carers,

8t September 2025

Good morning and welcome back to the start of a new school year here at St Leonard’s! We've had a
fantastic first week — the children have settled in nicely to their new classes and it's been great fo see
them catching up with their friends. | am sure this is going to be a brilliant year for them and look
forward to seeing them continue to flourish.

All the best,

Mr Beadnell and the St Leonard’s team

Values Cup
The value for the term is Friendship and we will be talking about how much more we can achieve with
good friends around us. As of yet, we haven't had long enough to be in a position to award anyone
the Values Cup so watch this space!

PE Days Term 1
Monday - Fox Class (Y3/Y4), Badger Class (Y4/Y5)
Tuesday — Hedgehog Class (Y1/Y2), Fox Class (Y3/Y4), Deer Class (Yé)
Wednesday — Hedgehog Class (Y1/Y2)
Thursday — Badger Class (Y4/Y5), Deer Class (Yé)

PE details for Owl class will be communicated in due course

Road Safety
Always good to start with a reminder on how to speak to the children about keeping safe when
fravelling to and from school.

Walking

When walking...

Where there is a pavement or When there is no pavement, walk
footway, use it. on the right hand side of the road to

Take care when crossing cycle face the traffic coming towards you.

lanes on the road. Cyclists may be Walk one behind the other at bends

travelling quietly but can be faster in the road or at night, or ifthere isa
than other traffic. lot of traffic.
If you are looking after someone Take special care if you cannot see

younger than you, always hold their  the road very far ahead.
hand when on the road.




The Importance of Reading

Reading is the most important part of learning in literacy and in school, as it is the basis for many other
social and emotional developments in children from a very young age.

There can be few things as powerful as regularly reading to a young child. It has astonishing benefits for
children: comfort and reassurance, confidence and security, relaxation, happiness and fun. Giving a
child fime and full attention when reading them a story tells them they matter. It builds self-esteem,
vocabulary, feeds imagination and even improves their sleeping patterns.

Regularly reading to a child for the love of it provides a connection between parent and child from the
very early days and helps build strong family ties. Lines from favourite stories enter the family
vocabulary.

Families who enjoy reading together have more opportunities for discussion, developing empathy and
attachment. Reading to their infant is one of the greatest gifts parents can give. By starting the journey
of building a lifelong love of reading for pleasure, parents are giving their child the opportunity to be
the best they can be: children who read for pleasure do better in a wide range of subjects at school
and it also positively impacts children’s wellbeing

What can you do as a parent to help support your child’s reading?

It is so important to regularly read to and listen to our children read even in our very busy lives. Just 10
minutes a day can make a huge difference. Regularly sending the school reading book in to be
changed is so important. Children are exposed to books and other reading materials in school on a
daily basis, but school needs parental support at home to build on these reading skills.

Encourage your child to retell a story they have heard. This will help your child to put ideas in the right
order. Encourage your child to read things around them — cereal packets, notices and signs in shops.
Discuss words. All of this makes such a difference to your children’s love of reading and has a massive
impact in school.

Happy Reading!

Labelling clothes
Please can you double-check your children’s clothes to make sure they are clearly labelled. We are
already starting fo see an increase in the volume of lost property and having clothing labelled means
clothing can be returned easily to its owner.

It's Behind You!
A whole school trip to the Wyvern to watch the panto has been provisionally scheduled for December.
It is really important that we manage to get as close to covering the costs as possible, otherwise we will
not be able to proceed with the trip. If you haven't already done so, please check Parentmail for the
email with the deftails.

Appeals

e  Adult sized shirts for use as art aprons
e Dolls, doll paraphernalia (prams etc), toy cars and super-hero toys for Reception Class.

Please drop them off at the school office or send your child in with them where they can be handed in
to the class teacher. Thanks you so much!

Important Dates to Note

Flu vaccines : Tuesday 14t October

Parents Evenings : Tuesday 215t October & Wednesday 22nd October

Half-Term : Wednesday 239 October — school closes for half term at the normal time of 3:20pm
TD Day : Monday November 3@

School Re-opens : Tuesday November 4th




